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START “Surfing Transition to Adulthood: 

Resources and Timing” 
QUESTIONNAIRE B (PARENTS) – CODEBOOK  

ENGLISH VERSION 
  

Section A: GENERAL INFORMATION 

The questionnaire contains some questions about your son/daughter's future choices. If you have more than one child, 

you should refer to the child who attends [school name], first/fifth grade 

A1P. You are… 

o Mother (1) 

o Father (2) 

o Tutor (3) 

Section B: IDEAS ABOUT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER'S FUTURE 

B8. In your opinion, how likely is it that the following things will happen to your son/daughter when they grow 

up? Use a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means it is very unlikely and 5 means it is very likely that they will 

happen. 

 
1 - It is very 

unlikely 
2 3 4 

5 - It is very 

likely 
I don't know 

1. He/she will have a 

job that pays well  
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

2. He/she will be able 

to own his/her own 

home  

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

3. He/she will have a 

happy family life  
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

4. Life will turn out 

better for him/her 

than it has for you 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

5. He/she will have 

good friends he/she 

can count on 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

B9. In order to be able to say that somebody is an adult, in your opinion, how important are the following 

things? 

 Not at all Little Rather Very I don't know 

1. No longer living with 

parents 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

2. Being married/living 

together 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

3. Having children (1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

4. Having a job (1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 
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 Not at all Little Rather Very I don't know 

5. Being able to support 

oneself 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

6. Being responsible for your 

actions 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

7. Caring for others, not just 

yourself 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

8. Knowing how to manage 

your emotions 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

Section C: FAMILY LIFE 

Let's change the subject. 

C7. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

 
Strongly  

agree 
Agree 

Neither agree 

nor disagree 
Disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

1. Adult children have the 

duty to provide long-term 

care for their parents 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

2. Parents have a duty to 

help their children 

financially 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Section D: BECOMING AN ADULT 

Let's talk now about adulthood and the ideal/best age to move out on your own, have children, etc. 

We are interested in your opinion! The next questions could be about a male or a female, randomly. 

Group A: Questions about women/girls [SPLIT-SAMPLE EXPERIMENT BY STUDENT COHORT] 

D3F. What is, in your opinion, the ideal age for a girl or woman to have her first child? (if she wants to have 

one) 

|___| 

D3FA. [ASK IF D3F=NA OR D3F<14 OR D3F>50] Can you indicate an ideal age range for a girl or a woman to 

have their first child? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 

o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

D4F. And what is, in your opinion, the ideal age for a girl or a woman to start living outside of their parents' 

home ? 

|___| 

D4FA. [ASK IF D4F=NA OR D4F<14 OR D4F>50] Can you indicate an ideal age range for a girl or a woman to 

start living away from their parents' home? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 
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o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

D5F. And instead, at what age, in your opinion, is a girl or a woman too old to still live with her parents? 

|___| 

D5FA. [ASK IF D5F=NA OR D5F<14 OR D5F>50] Can you indicate an age range in which a girl or woman is 

too old to still live with her parents? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 

o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

Group B: Questions about men/boys [SPLIT-SAMPLE COHORT EXPERIMENT] 

D3M. What is, in your opinion, the ideal age for a boy or a man to have his first child ? (if he wants to have 

one ) 

|___| 

D3MA. [ASK IF D3M=NA OR D3M<14 OR D3M>50] Can you indicate an ideal age range for a boy or a man 

to have their first child? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 

o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

D4M. In your opinion, what is approximately the ideal age for a boy or a man to start living away from their 

parents' home ? 

|___| 

D4MA. [ASK IF D4M=NA OR D4M<14 OR D4M>50] Can you indicate an ideal age range for a boy or a man 

to start living outside of their parents' home? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 

o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

D5M. And instead, in your opinion, at what age, approximately, is a boy or a man too old to still live with his 

parents ? 

|___| 



 

4 

D5MA. [ASK IF D5M=NA OR D5M<14 OR D5M>50] Can you indicate an age range in which a boy or a man 

is too old to still live with his parents? 

o Between 14 and 17 years old (1)   

o Between 18 and 23 years old (2) 

o Between 24 and 29 years old (3) 

o Between 30 and 35 years old (4) 

o Between 36 and 41 years old (5) 

o Between 42 and 47 years old (6) 

o After 48 years old (7) 

o I really don't know (888) 

Section F: RELATIONSHIPS AND FAMILY LIFE 

Let's change the subject again. 

F1. In your home, who mainly takes care of the following things…? 

 Mainly me 
Mainly my 

partner 
Both equally 

Another person 

(grandparents, 

relatives, 

babysitter, 

housekeeper…) 

I don't know 

1. Taking care of children (1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

2. Earning money (1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

3. Cleaning the house (1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

4. Making important decisions for 

the family 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

F2. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

 
Strongly  

agree 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 
I don't know 

1. A job is alright but what most 

women really want is a home 

and children 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

2. On the whole, men make better 

political leaders than women do 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

3. A university education is more 

important for a boy than for a girl 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (888) 

Section G: RELIGION 

Let's talk about religion now. 

G1. Do you identify with any religious faith? 

o No, I don't identify with any religious faith (1) 

o Yes, Catholic (2) 

o Yes, Muslim (3) 

o Yes, Orthodox (4) 

o Yes, Protestant (5) 

o Yes, other Christian religions (Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, etc.) (6) 

o Yes, Jewish (7) 

o Yes, Hindu (8) 

o Yes, Buddhist (9) 

o Yes, other non-Christian religions (10) 

o I don't want to answer (11) 
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G3. Apart from special occasions such as weddings, funerals and baptisms, about how often do you attend 

religious services nowadays? 

o More than once a week (1) 

o Once a week (2) 

o Once a month (3) 

o Only on specific religious holidays (4) 

o Once a year (5) 

o Less than once a year (6) 

o Never, practically never (7) 

Section H: TERRITORIAL MEMBERSHIP 

Let's change the subject. 

N1. What is your country of birth ? 

|___| 

o I don't know (888) 

N3. [ASK IF N1=ITALY] In which region were you born? 

|___| 

o I don't know (888) 

H1. Each of us has different ties to the territory. Which of the following do you feel closest to? And which one 

would you put in second place? 

 1. First place 2. Second place 

The municipality where I live (1) (1) 

The region where I live (2) (2) 

Italy (3) (3) 

My birth state (4) (4) 

Europe (5) (5) 

I don't know (888) (888) 

H3. There is often discussion about granting Italian citizenship to those born abroad who attended school in 

Italy for at least 5 years. Would you agree or disagree ? 

o Agree (1) 

o Disagree (2) 

o I don't know (888) 

Section I: SCHOOL CHOICES 

We will now ask you some questions about your son/daughter's future choices. If you have more than one 

child, you should refer to the child who attends [school name], first/fifth grade (CAWI: insert school and 

grade of the child). 

I3. [ASK IF CLASS=1] What would you like your son/daughter to do when he/she turns 16/completes 

compulsory education? 

o Continue high school (1) 

o Going to work as an apprentice (2) [GO TO I5] 

o Attend a vocational training course/FP, Vocational Education and Training (3) [GO TO I5] 

o I don't know (888) [GO TO B5] 

I4. [ASK IF (CLASS=1 AND I3=1) OR (CLASS=5)] What would you like your son/daughter to do after 

graduating from high school? 
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o Enrolling in a degree course (1) 

o Enrolling in a degree course and also looking for a job (2) 

o Enrolling in a Higher Technical Institute (ITS) or a Higher Technical Education and Training Institute 

(IFTS) (3) 

o Looking for a job (4) 

o Other (5) 

o I don't know (6) 

I6. [ASK IF (I4=1 OR I4=2) OR (I5=1 OR I5=2)] In which disciplinary area would you like him/her to choose 

the degree course? 

o I don't know (1) [GO TO I8] 

o Scientific – Technological – Medical Area (2) 

o Humanistic – Social – Economic Area (3) 

o Arts/Higher Artistic, Musical and Choreographic Education (4) 

I7. More specifically, which degree course would you like him/her to choose? 

Please choose a maximum of two answers. 

o I don't know (1) [GO TO I8] 

 

Scientific – Technological – Medical Area 

□ Agriculture (2) 

□ Architecture (3) 

□ Biology or Biological Sciences (4) 

□ Chemistry or Chemical Sciences (5) 

□ Design (6) 

□ Pharmacy (7) 

□ Physics (8) 

□ Computer Science (9) 

□ Engineering (10) 

□ Mathematics (11) 

□ Medicine and Health Professions (12) 

□ Motor Sciences (13) 

□ Statistics or Statistical Sciences (14) 

□ Other Scientific-technological area (15) 

 

Humanistic – Social – Economic Area 

□ Cultural heritage (16) 

□ Communication (17) 

□ Economics (18) 

□ Education (19) 

□ Law (20) 

□ Literature (21) 

□ Philosophy and History (22) 

□ Foreign languages and literatures, Linguistic mediation (23) 

□ Psychology (24) 

□ Tourism (25) 

□ Political and Social Sciences (26) 

□ Other Humanistic-social area (27) 

 

Arts/Higher Artistic, Musical and Choreographic Education 

□ Disciplines of Arts, Music and Entertainment (28) 

□ Other Higher artistic, musical and choreographic education (29) 

Section L: WORK AND SOCIAL INEQUALITIES 

Let's change the subject. 
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L1. In your opinion, how important are the following things in Italy today for getting ahead in life? 

 Essential Very important 
Quite 

important 

Not very 

important 

Not important 

at all  
I don't know 

1. Coming from a 

wealthy family 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

2. Hard work (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

3. Having a good 

education 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

4. Knowing the right 

people 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

5. Ethnic origin / skin 

color 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

6. To be a man or a 

woman 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (888) 

L3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Use a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 means you strongly disagree and 7 means you strongly agree. 

 
Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree 

Slightly 

disagree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Slightly 

agree 
Agree 

Strongly 

agree 

1. Differences in 

income in Italy are 

too large. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

2. It is the 

responsibility of the 

government to 

reduce the 

differences in 

income between 

people with high 

incomes and those 

with low incomes. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

3. A society is fair 

when hard-working 

people earn more 

than others. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

L6. Everyone wants different things from their job. From the aspects listed, choose the two that are most 

important to you. 

□ Good pay (1) 

□ Good working hours (2) 

□ Career Opportunity (3) 

□ Job stability/Permanent contract (4) 

□ Being able to work from home (5) 

□ A job with which you feel you can achieve something (6) 

□ A job in line with your interests (7) 

□ A good relationship with colleagues and superiors (8) 

□ None of these are important to me (9) 

Section M: POLITICS 

Let's talk about politics now. 

M1. In general, how interested are you in politics ? 

o Very (1) 
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o Rather (2) 

o Little (3) 

o Not at all (4) 

o I don't know (888) 

M2. Many people use the terms 'left' and 'right' when talking about politics. Below is a row of boxes going 

from left to right. Thinking about your political views, which box would you put yourself in? 

o 0 - Left (0) 

o 1 (1) 

o 2 (2) 

o 3 (3) 

o 4 (4) 

o 5 (5) 

o 6 (6) 

o 7 (7) 

o 8 (8) 

o 9 (9) 

o 10 – Right (10) 

o I don't fit in anywhere (11) 

o I don't know (888) 

M2f. Thinking about your father 's political views, in which box would you put him? If he is no longer alive, 

think about the political views he had in the last period of his life? 

o 0 - Left (0) 

o 1 (1) 

o 2 (2) 

o 3 (3) 

o 4 (4) 

o 5 (5) 

o 6 (6) 

o 7 (7) 

o 8 (8) 

o 9 (9) 

o 10 – Right (10) 

o My father doesn't fit anywhere (11) 

o I don't know (888) 

M2m. Thinking about your mother 's political views, in which box would you put her? If she is no longer alive, 

do you think about the political views she had in the last period of her life? 

o 0 - Left (0) 

o 1 (1) 

o 2 (2) 

o 3 (3) 

o 4 (4) 

o 5 (5) 

o 6 (6) 

o 7 (7) 

o 8 (8) 

o 9 (9) 

o 10 – Right (10) 

o My mother doesn't fit anywhere (11) 

o I don't know (888) 

M3. Do you consider yourself close to a particular political party? 

o Yes (1) 
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o No (2) [GO TO M5] 

o I don't know (888) [GO TO M5] 

o I prefer not to answer (999) [GO TO M5] 

M4. [ASK IF M3=1] Which is this party?  

o Partito Democratico (1) 

o Forza Italia (2) 

o Lega (3) 

o Movimento 5 Stelle (4) 

o Fratelli d'Italia (5) 

o Allenza Verdi e Sinistra Italiana (6) 

o +Europa (7) 

o Azione (8) 

o Italia Viva (9) 

o Other party (specify) (10) |___| 

o I don't know (888) 

o I prefer not to answer (999) 

M5. Do you find yourself writing posts or sharing comments, news or videos related to politics on online 

social networks (e.g. TikTok, Instagram, X (Twitter), Facebook , …. )? 

o Never (1) 

o Rarely (2) 

o Sometimes (3) 

o Often (4) 

M7. In the last 12 months, have you… 

 More than twice Once or twice at most Never happened 

1. Taken part in a lawful public 

demonstration? 
(1) (2) (3) 

2. Worked in another organization or 

association? 
(1) (2) (3) 

3. Worked in a political party or action group?    

4. Signed a petition? (1) (2) (3) 

5. Taken part in unauthorized forms of 

protest, such as occupations, roadblocks, 

sit -ins? 

(1) (2) (3) 

M8. In recent years many people, for one reason or another, have not voted or do not vote. When there are 

national elections in Italy, do you always vote, sometimes or never ? 

o Always/Almost always (1) 

o Sometimes (2) 

o Never (3) 

o I have no right to vote (4) 

o I don't want to answer (999) 

Section N: FAMILY INFORMATION 

The interview is almost over. We now ask you some information about yourself. 

N5. Do you have Italian citizenship? 

o Yes (1) 

o Yes, dual citizenship (2) 

o No (3) 

o I don't know (888) 
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N5A. [ASK IF N5=3] Will you apply for Italian citizenship? 

o I have already made the request (1) 

o Yes, I will make the request (2) 

o I would like to do it, but I don't have the requirements (3) 

o I don't want to apply for Italian citizenship (4) 

o I don't know (888) 

N7. What is your educational qualification? 

o No one (1) 

o Elementary school (2) 

o Lower secondary school (3) 

o Higher secondary school (lyceum, technical or vocational institute) (4) 

o University degree (5) 

o Post-graduate (PhD, Masters, …) (6) 

o I don't know (888) 

N11. Taking into account all disposable incomes, is it easy or difficult for your family to make ends meet? 

o With great difficulty (1) 

o With difficulty (2) 

o With ease (3) 

o Very easily (4) 

o I don't know (888) 

N12. What job do you do? 

If retired or on unemployment benefits, refer to the last profession you held. 

o Unable to work (1) 

o Not employed (housewife, …) (2) 

o Unemployed/looking for work (3) 

 

Employed (even without a regular contract) 

o Executive/director/manager (4) 

o Executive/managerial officer (has coordination and supervision roles) (5) 

o University teachers/researchers (6) 

o Teacher (7) 

o Concept employee (has responsibilities in administrative or technical tasks) (8) 

o Executive clerk (performs simple office tasks, e.g. mail handling, data entry) (9) 

o Skilled or qualified worker (carries out manual tasks that require specific technical skills, e.g. 

metalworker, carpenter, joiner, cook, barman) (10) 

o Unskilled worker (carries out simple manual tasks, e.g. factory labourer, but also dishwasher, cleaner, 

loading/unloading goods, etc.) (11) 

o I work for a family (e.g. housekeeper, carer, ...) (12) 

o Other (specify) |___| (13) 

 

Self-employed 

o Entrepreneur (15 or more employees) (14) 

o Entrepreneur (less than 15 employees) (15 ) 

o Freelance professional registered in a professional register (lawyer, notary, architect, ...) (16) 

o Self -employed (17) 

o Craftsman (18) 

o Trader (19) 

o Direct farmer (20) 

o Cooperative member (21) 

o Other (specify) |___| (22) 

 


